The Gradual Release of Responsibility – Teaching for Learning
The teacher (and the school) gradually releases responsibility to students with the necessary supports in place to bring about real learning. The teacher has high expectations and puts the supports in place to help students meet those expectations. Gradually the responsibility (ownership ) shifts from teacher to pupil.
	Teacher


	Responsibility from teacher– gradually released to student.

((((((((((((((((((((((
	Student

	Teacher Owned-

Planning

The teacher decides –what to teach – how to meet the mandated outcomes - and how to actively

involve students in the learning process. The  teacher

owns the content and processes.
	Teacher Provides -

Activating

Focus/ connection to what has come earlier/ and accesses,

activates, and builds prior knowledge.

Through teacher guidance, students identify what they know and what they need to know. They also identify how this “new topic/new learning” connects to what they know and what will come next.

The teacher begins formative assessment by noting which students have prior knowledge – which students  already know or partially know  the processes and content to be learned --and which students do not. Differentiating the instruction begins.


	Teacher –

Planning/Preparing

Makes the criteria clear. (What counts?)

The teacher makes “what success looks like” clear.

Teacher thinks about and decides –

How can students be involved in developing criteria?

How will students demonstrate their learning?

The teacher might identify assignment choices and provide a variety of samples of the possible products. Students may identify – why excellent samples are excellent and why poor samples are poor. 
	Teacher – 

Acquiring

Presents, models, (uses “think alouds”) demonstrates, guides and involves the student in interactive and collaborate learning. 

A variety of instructional strategies are used to meet various “ways of learning”. Helps students reflect on what they are learning and what they are missing.


	Teacher and Student 

Acquiring – applying with support

Shared learning experiences.

Through guided practice-individual, small group and whole group instruction-students increase their involvement and begin to take responsibility for their learning.

Supports are established by teacher when necessary.

Specific feedback is provided by teacher.

Students reflect on their learning.  They identify, “how they are doing” and compare their work (their “learning”) to samples or criteria they have been given or which they helped develop.
	Student

Owned –

Applying

Students take responsibility for the 

material, processes, information

(learning).

Reflection on learning continues. 

Transfer is actively encouraged by teacher.

Some students take longer than others to reach this point. 

(Teacher – summative assessment)



	                       I do --You watch                 I do-- You help                     You do--I help                You do -- I watch

	On-going formative assessment occurs –by both teacher and students.

As learning is recursive, the steps may be repeated over and over for some or all students.



































































Compiled by Bette Mueller  - Based on the Gradual Release of Responsibility Model, Pearson and Gallagher 1983,   Success for All Learners MECY,  and Doug Buehl’s material
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